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Extract

The Spaniard says that the Peninsula is shaped the same as a “bull’s skin”
cut open. The 580,983-square kilometer Iberian Peninsula is composed of 492,
243 square kilometers which are Spain’s and the rest which are Portugal’s.
Imagine Spainﬁ'«bﬂl\_g}fe2(;1/1“52 of scattering pearls on velvet, as the saying is. Spain’s
afnd mountains, next to Switzerland in height, often exhibit to us the soaring
cragged mountains capped with snow. The chain of the moutains from the
Cantabrians in the north to the Sierra Nevada in the south are very impressive
and the Sierra Nevada Mountains towering behind Alhambra Palace, Granada,
are the most unforgettable landscape in my life.

The natural barrier which marks the boarder-line of France is the great
Pyrenees formed by a 430-kilometer mountain range stretching from the picture-
sque Mediterranean coast to the rolling Biscay Bay. Roughly speaking, Spain’s
topography is divided into three sections: Central Plateau, Drainage Basin of
the Ebro River and that of the Guadalquivir River. Speaking of the central
plateau, it is extremely cold in winter and terribly hot in summer. Rain scarcely
falls in this section in the dry season: even a few drops of it are carefully
used for irrigation by ditching. Consequently, there are not so many trees for
timber use and there grow grasses between rocks, almond in full bloom in spring
and oaks. The forest of ever-green oaks planted to supply pigs with nuts are found
here and there. Roadside poplars, forests along a river, a group of sheep guarded
by the shepherd far off beyond a hill — they look like a painting by Murillo.
Wheat fields wave with gold spreading over the distant heights. Beyond, a
brook, and the church-bell of a small village are in sight. This depicts the
scene of the Castile Plateau. The Atlantic Ocean is rough beyond the Cantabrian
Mountains. Much rainfall causes the trees to thrive on the mountains, but no
wheat grows in this section. A road is running between corn-fields and a loaded
ox-cart is passing on it. A lighthouse on a headland is seen at a distance. In

fact, lighthouses stand here and there, for the Biscay Bay has a lot of reefs and
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small islands. The zig-zag coastline like the edges of a saw and castie ruins
remaining on headlands make everything more interesting. Andalusia in the
Peninsula’s southern part is called “Paradise” because of the abundant farm crops
which grow on its fertile soil. Two-meter cactuses in bloom bear red fruits.
Houses dug out of the hillsides are seen. The melody of the gipsy haunts

one’s memory.
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